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Stirring up a cloud of dust, Winston Ohlhausen
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plows a wheat field he is preparing for planting. This year's wheat crop was

devastated by the lack of rain last winter, but Ohlhausen is trying again with winter wheat.
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A bad year on farm

M Prices for
land, crops,
milk decrease

CELINDA EMISON
emisonc@reporternews.com /
325-676-6787

The farming industry in
the Big Country is being hit
from every direction with
issues like stagnant farm-

land prices, lower commod-
ity prices for farmers and a
sell-off of dairy cows that is
causingadownturnin cattle
auction prices.

A report released this
week by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture said the
value of buildings and land
on farms averaged $2,100
an acre at the beginning of
2009, a 3.2 percent decline
from a year ago. This is the
first decline since 1987, the
USDA reported.

Butlocal farmland sellers
say prices per acre are stag-
nant in the Big Country.

“We haven’t seen that
decline yet,” said Jason Gib-
son of Capitol Farm Credit
in Abilene. “Our prices are
holding steady.”

The price per acre of
farmland depends on what
the land will be producing
and where it is.

Pleasesee FARMS,10A

Winston Ohlhausen is already plowing in preparation for
planting 600 acres of wheat in October or November. This year
his crop was a total loss.
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Local farmer Winston Ohlhausen leaves his tractor in the middle of a wheat field he is plow-
ing in preparation for planting. This year's wheat crop was devastated by the lack of rain last
winter, but Ohlhausen is trying again with winter wheat.

FARMS from 1A

“The better the dirt,
the more it will bring,”
said Bryan Davis, owner of
Davis Land and Cattle Re-
alty in Winters.

As amatter of fact, farm-
land prices have stayed
pretty consistent in Texas
for the past 30 years.

“In the last five years,
on average, Texas had an
increase on recreational
property values of 18 per-
cent a year,” Davis said.

Depending on the area,
an acre of farmland is
going for $400 to more than
$2,000.

It has been a tough year
for producersduetodrought
and crop failure. The USDA
is predicting that farm in-
come will be 20 percent
lower than it was last year.
Wheat fell 31 percent last
year on the Chicago Board
of Trade while soybeans de-
clined 19 percent and corn
11 percent.

In the Big Country, the
failure of the wheat crop
took a toll on farmers.

“Last year I shipped out
354 railcars full of wheat;
this year I shipped 15,”
said Dub Vinson, owner of
Abilene Ag.

“Wedidnot makeawheat
crop but the producers got
crop insurance money,”
said Tim Hall, county ex-
ecutive director of the Farm
Service Agency.

Winston Ohlhausen is
already plowing in prepara-

tion for planting 600 acres
of wheat in October or No-
vember. This year his crop
was a total loss. “This year
it was bad for the whole
county, I did not make any
wheat,” said Ohlhausen,
who farms south of Abilene.
“We’ll just have to see how
it rains in the fall before we
plant this time.”

Producers are waiting
on cotton, which is in all
stages of growth. Some is
in good shape, some will be
atotal loss.

“We are going to have
some cotton that is not
going tobe very good at all,”
Hall speculated. “The price
of cotton has been low for
several years running and
has not had an upside move-
ment.”

The production of hay
has been spotty through-
out the Big Country. Some
farmers are baling hay now,
like Ohlhausen.

“So far, I've made about
6,000 to 7,000 small square
bales,” Ohlhausen said.

But north of Abilene,
the drought has taken its
toll. There is no hay crop
in Shackelford County,
reported Rocky Vinson,
extension agent there. So
prices this winter could
go up from $40 to $50 for a
round bale to between $60
and $75 a bale.

“As we go into winter
our local hay supplies will
be minimal,” Rocky Vinson
said.

Area dairy farmers are

reporting the lowest milk
prices in 30 years.

This is forcing them to
cull their herds and send
milk cows to cattle auctions
and meat packing plants,
said Ted Simpson, owner of
Ted Simpson’s Dairy Farm
in Brownwood.

Simpson, who is also
on the board of the Dairy
Farmers of America, said
10 dairies have gone out of
business in the last year in
Comanche County.

“Last year there were 30
producing dairies in Co-
manche County. This year
there are 20,” Simpson said.

Simpson said his herd is
down from the usual 1,000
to 850 milk cows.

“This is the lowest num-
ber we’ve had in 15 years,”
Simpson said.

The low prices paid to
producers, which are be-
tween $10.30 and $10.40 per
100 pounds of milk, have
not been this low since June
0f1979.

“It is not really showing
up at the grocery store,”
Simpson said. “The lowest
I've seen was $1.99 a gal-
lon.”

Nova Schouter, of Profit
and Loss Dairy in Stephen-
ville, said she has been
asked why they have not
changed the dairy’s name,
“to ‘Loss Dairy’ because
that is all that is happening
now,” said Schouten, who
operates the dairy with her
husband Pete.

Schouten said dairy
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